The symptom pattern variations of unipolar depression during life span: a cross-sectional study.
The psychopathological syndromes are analyzed for 436 patients suffering from a unipolar affective psychosis, depressed type, without any further psychiatric or somatic diagnosis, separately for the second to eighth decade of life. The intensity of the depressive syndrome, as well as the apathy syndrome according to the Manual for the Assessment and Documentation of Psychopathology (AMDP) system, does not decrease. The autonomic syndrome increases for the group in the involutional age, and the psycho-organic syndrome for the group in the old age. The analysis of special symptom patterns, as for the agitated behavior or symptoms of the psycho-organic syndrome, is presented.